
Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources Project Search ID: PNDI-640237

PNDI Receipt: project_receipt_hillegas_well_site_640237_FINAL_1.pdf

1. PROJECT INFORMATION

Project Name: Hillegas Well Site

Date of Review: 9/18/2017 10:23:18 AM

Project Category: Energy Storage, Production, and Transfer, Energy Production (generation), Oil or Gas - new

wells, expansion of well field

Project Area: 11.08 acres

County(s): Lycoming

Township/Municipality(s): UPPER FAIRFIELD

ZIP Code: 17754

Quadrangle Name(s): HUNTERSVILLE; MONTOURSVILLE NORTH

Watersheds HUC 8: Lower West Branch Susquehanna

Watersheds HUC 12: Little Bear Creek-Loyalsock Creek

Decimal Degrees: 41.326536, -76.874441

Degrees Minutes Seconds: 41° 19' 35.5307" N, 76° 52' 27.9880" W

2. SEARCH RESULTS

Agency Results Response

PA Game Commission No Known Impact No Further Review Required

PA Department of Conservation and

Natural Resources

No Known Impact No Further Review Required

PA Fish and Boat Commission Conservation Measure No Further Review Required, See Agency

Comments

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service No Known Impact No Further Review Required

Pennsylvania Natural Diversity Inventory (PNDI) records indicate that while threatened and endangered and/or special
concern species and resources are in the project vicinity and that recommended Conservation Measures should be
implemented in their entirety to avoid and minimize impacts to these species, no further coordination is required with
the jurisdictional agencies. If a DEP permit is required for this project, DEP has the discretion to incorporate one or
more Conservation Measures into its permit. This response does not reflect potential agency concerns regarding
potential impacts to other ecological resources, such as wetlands.
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3. AGENCY COMMENTS
Regardless of whether a DEP permit is necessary for this proposed project, any potential impacts to threatened
and endangered species and/or special concern species and resources must be resolved with the appropriate
jurisdictional agency. In some cases, a permit or authorization from the jurisdictional agency may be needed if
adverse impacts to these species and habitats cannot be avoided.

These agency determinations and responses are valid for two years (from the date of the review), and are
based on the project information that was provided, including the exact project location; the project type,
description, and features; and any responses to questions that were generated during this search. If any of the
following change: 1) project location, 2) project size or configuration, 3) project type, or 4) responses to the
questions that were asked during the online review, the results of this review are not valid, and the review must
be searched again via the PNDI Environmental Review Tool and resubmitted to the jurisdictional agencies. The
PNDI tool is a primary screening tool, and a desktop review may reveal more or fewer impacts than what is listed
on this PNDI receipt. The jursidictional agencies strongly advise against conducting surveys for the species
listed on the receipt prior to consultation with the agencies.

PA Game Commission
RESPONSE:
No Impact is anticipated to threatened and endangered species and/or special concern species and resources.

PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources
RESPONSE:
No Impact is anticipated to threatened and endangered species and/or special concern species and resources.

PA Fish and Boat Commission
RESPONSE:
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Conservation Measure: Projects conducted in the occupied range of the timber rattlesnake (Crotalus horridus) have a
high risk of encountering this species during construction.
1) Workers responsible for implementing this project should be advised that timber rattlesnakes may be encountered
and that avoidance is the best means of minimizing risks to personal safety. It is suggested that safety protocols be
implemented for timber rattlesnake encounters and workers should be advised that the timber rattlesnake is a state
protected species and is not to be harmed. Killing of timber rattlesnakes is prohibited by the Commission pursuant to
58 Pa. Code Section 79.6.
2) We recommend that a timber rattlesnake habitat assessment be conducted in the project area by a qualified timber
rattlesnake surveyor in order to assist project planners in avoiding disturbance of critical habitat. A list of qualified
surveyors and habitat assessment protocol can be found here.
• See http://www.fishandboat.com/Resource/AmphibiansandReptiles/Pages/TimberRattlesnakeConservation.aspx for a
list of Qualified Timber Rattlesnake Surveyors
• See http://www.fishandboat.com/Resource/AmphibiansandReptiles/Pages/TimberRattlesnakeConservation.aspx for
the Timber Rattlesnake Habitat Protocol
3) If potential den (over-wintering) habitat is located during the habitat assessment, we recommend that the project be
modified to avoid direct impacts to this irreplaceable habitat, or a Timber Rattlesnake Presence-Absence Survey of
potential den (over-wintering) habitat be conducted in the habitats that are currently slated for direct disturbance to
determine the presence or absence of rattlesnake hibernacula in the project area. Survey reports should be sent to
PFBC for review and consultation. This information is necessary to allow PFBC to formulate recommendations to avoid
adverse impacts to this species of special concern.
• See http://www.fishandboat.com/Resource/AmphibiansandReptiles/Pages/TimberRattlesnakeConservation.aspx for
the Timber Rattlesnake Presence-Absence Survey Protocol
4) If potential or occupied gestation habitat is located during the habitat assessment and cannot be avoided by the
proposed development, we recommend that this habitat be replaced using our habitat creation guidelines.
• See http://www.fishandboat.com/Resource/AmphibiansandReptiles/Pages/TimberRattlesnakeConservation.aspx for
the PFBC Gestation Habitat Creation Guidelines
5) Tree clearing and timbering within potential timber rattlesnake critical habitats (135°-275° aspect, >10% slope)
should be conducted from October 16 to April 14 in order to avoid encounters with timber rattlesnakes.
6) For the safety of workers and snakes, the Commission recommends that a PFBC permitted timber rattlesnake
biologist who has the proper skills to handle this venomous species be on-site prior to and during construction,
between April 15 and October 15, to inspect and clear the area (including staging areas and access roads) of timber
rattlesnakes and to capture and remove any rattlesnakes that may interfere with work activities.
See http://www.fishandboat.com/Resource/AmphibiansandReptiles/Pages/TimberRattlesnakeConservation.aspx for
the Monitoring Guidelines
7) If concerns arise during construction over high numbers of snake encounters or habitat alteration, please contact the
PFBC at 814-359-5237 for consultation with our biologists.

PFBC Species: (Note: The Pennsylvania Conservation Explorer tool is a primary screening tool, and a desktop review
may reveal more or fewer species than what is listed below.)

Scientific Name Common Name Current Status

Sensitive Species** Special Concern Species*

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
RESPONSE:
No impacts to federally listed or proposed species are anticipated. Therefore, no further consultation/coordination
under the Endangered Species Act (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq. is required. Because no take of
federally listed species is anticipated, none is authorized. This response does not reflect potential Fish and Wildlife
Service concerns under the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act or other authorities.

* Special Concern Species or Resource - Plant or animal species classified as rare, tentatively undetermined or
candidate as well as other taxa of conservation concern, significant natural communities, special concern populations
(plants or animals) and unique geologic features.
** Sensitive Species - Species identified by the jurisdictional agency as collectible, having economic value, or being
susceptible to decline as a result of visitation.
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4. DEP INFORMATION
The Pa Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) requires that a signed copy of this receipt, along with any

required documentation from jurisdictional agencies concerning resolution of potential impacts, be submitted with

applications for permits requiring PNDI review. Two review options are available to permit applicants for handling PNDI

coordination in conjunction with DEP’s permit review process involving either T&E Species or species of special

concern. Under sequential review, the permit applicant performs a PNDI screening and completes all coordination with

the appropriate jurisdictional agencies prior to submitting the permit application. The applicant will include with its

application, both a PNDI receipt and/or a clearance letter from the jurisdictional agency if the PNDI Receipt shows a

Potential Impact to a species or the applicant chooses to obtain letters directly from the jurisdictional agencies. Under

concurrent review, DEP, where feasible, will allow technical review of the permit to occur concurrently with the T&E

species consultation with the jurisdictional agency. The applicant must still supply a copy of the PNDI Receipt with its

permit application. The PNDI Receipt should also be submitted to the appropriate agency according to directions on

the PNDI Receipt. The applicant and the jurisdictional agency will work together to resolve the potential impact(s). See

the DEP PNDI policy at https://conservationexplorer.dcnr.pa.gov/content/resources.
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