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June 2, 2020 
 
VIA EMAIL 
 
Christy Fulton 
LPR Energy, LLC 
2 E Market Street, Suite 1 
Clearfield, PA 16830 
  
Re: Application for Inactive Well Status 

PMG Baird 1H (111-20297) 
AUTH ID# 1315562 
Addison Township 
Somerset County 
 
 

Dear Ms. Fulton: 

On May 22, 2020, LPR Energy, LLC (“LPR” or “You”) submitted an Application for Inactive 
Well Status (“Applications”) requesting an annual extension of LPR’s previously approved 
Inactive Status for the PMG Baird 1H well (the “Well”).  The Application states that 
construction of a pipeline has been delayed.  The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) denies the Application for the reasons set forth below. 
 
Pennsylvania’s Oil and Gas Act (58 Pa.C.S. §§ 3201 - 3274) requires that any well that has not 
been used to produce, extract or inject gas, petroleum, or other liquids within the preceding 12 
months, or any well which the equipment necessary for production, extraction, or injection has 
been removed, or any well, not considered dry, not equipped for production within sixty (60) 
days after drilling, redrilling, or deepening, is considered an abandoned well, unless the well is 
granted inactive status (58 Pa.C.S. § 3203).  Upon application, the Department may grant 
inactive status for a period of five (5) years for a permitted or registered well if the application 
meets the requirements of Section 3214 of the Oil and Gas Act (58 Pa.C.S.  § 3214) and Sections 
78.101 to 78.102 of the Department’s regulations (25 Pa. Code §§ 78.101-78.102).  A well 
granted inactive status shall be plugged in accordance with Section 3220 of the Oil and Gas Act 
(relating to plugging requirements, 58 Pa. C.S. § 3220) or returned to active status within five 
years of the date inactive status was granted, unless the owner or operator applies for an 
extension of inactive status which may be granted on a year-to-year basis if the department 
determines that the owner or operator has demonstrated an ability to continue meeting the 
requirements of Section 3214 of the Oil and Gas Act and the owner or operator certifies that the 
well will be of future use within a reasonable period of time (58 Pa.C.S. § 3214).   
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LPR drilled the Well in 2011.  There has been no production from the Well.  The Application did 
not include a viable plan to utilize the Well within a reasonable timeframe.     
 
DEP finds that LPR’s request for an annual extension of Inactive Status fails to meet the 
requirements Section 3214 of the Oil and Gas Act because the You did not certify that the Well 
will be of future use within a reasonable period of time.    
 
Accordingly, DEP hereby denies your request for an annual extension of Inactive Status. 
 
The DEP recommends that LPR submit a plan to plug the Well within thirty (30) days of the date 
of this letter.   
 
Any person aggrieved by this action may appeal, pursuant to Section 4 of the Environmental 
Hearing Board Act, 35 P.S. Section 7514, and the Administrative Agency Law, 2 Pa. C.S. 
Chapter 5A, to the Environmental Hearing Board (“Board”), Second Floor, Rachel Carson State 
Office Building, 400 Market Street, P.O. Box 8457, Harrisburg, PA  17105-8457, 717.787.3483.  
TDD users may contact the Board through the Pennsylvania Relay Service, 800.654.5984.  
Appeals must be filed with the Environmental Hearing Board within 30 days of receipt of written 
notice of this action unless the appropriate statute provides a different time period.  Copies of the 
appeal form and the Board’s rules of practice and procedure may be obtained from the Board.  
The appeal form and the Board’s rules of practice and procedure are also available in Braille or 
on audiotape from the Secretary to the Board at 717.787.3483.  This paragraph does not, in and 
of itself, create any right of appeal beyond that permitted by applicable statutes and decisional 
law. 
 
IF YOU WANT TO CHALLENGE THIS ACTION, YOUR APPEAL MUST REACH THE 
BOARD WITHIN 30 DAYS.  YOU DO NOT NEED A LAWYER TO FILE AN APPEAL 
WITH THE BOARD. 
 
IMPORTANT LEGAL RIGHTS ARE AT STAKE, HOWEVER, SO YOU SHOULD SHOW 
THIS DOCUMENT TO A LAWYER AT ONCE.  IF YOU CANNOT AFFORD A LAWYER, 
YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR FREE PRO BONO REPRESENTATION.  CALL THE 
SECRETARY TO THE BOARD (717.787.3483) FOR MORE INFORMATION. 
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If you have any questions, you may contact me at 412.442.4006 or at the address located at the 
bottom on the first page of this letter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

 
Daniel F. Counahan 
District Oil and Gas Manager 
Southwest District Oil and Gas Office 
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