
From: Donohue, Thomas E
To: Tiffany Hamilton
Subject: RE: [External] RE: 125-90645 Order to Plug
Date: Friday, May 1, 2026 3:09:00 PM
Attachments: Tunnel Ridge - 1559885 - 125-90645 - OTP - 02.20.2026.pdf

125-90645 Order to Plug _W.D. Hutchinson #1.pdf

Sorry, here is the correct Order.
 
Thomas E. Donohue, P.G. | Environmental Program Manager
Department of Environmental Protection | District Oil & Gas Operations
400 Waterfront Dr.| Pittsburgh, PA 15222
Phone: 412.442.4004 | Fax: 412.442.4328
www.dep.pa.gov
 
From: Tiffany Hamilton <Tiffany.Hamilton@arlp.com> 
Sent: Friday, May 1, 2026 3:02 PM
To: Donohue, Thomas E <tdonohue@pa.gov>
Subject: [External] RE: 125-90645 Order to Plug

 

ATTENTION: This email message is from an external sender. Do not open attachments
or click links from unknown senders. To report suspicious email, use the Report Phish
button in Outlook.

Thomas,
I noticed that the Order to Plug is not signed and also is a word document.
 
Thank you!
 
From: Donohue, Thomas E <tdonohue@pa.gov> 
Sent: Friday, May 1, 2026 1:23 PM
To: Tiffany Hamilton <Tiffany.Hamilton@arlp.com>
Subject: 125-90645 Order to Plug

 

CAUTION: This is an email from an external sender. Use caution when clicking on links,
opening attachments or responding.

The Department of Environmental Protection has completed its review of the
Application for an Order to Clean Out and Plug or Replug a Non-Producing Gas Well
under Section 13 (c) of Act 214.
 
The department hereby issues the attached Order pursuant to applicable laws and
regulations for this activity and to specific conditions of the Order.
 

mailto:tdonohue@pa.gov
mailto:Tiffany.Hamilton@arlp.com
http://www.dep.pa.gov/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pa.gov%2Fcontent%2Fdam%2Fcopapwp-pagov%2Fen%2Foa%2Fdocuments%2Fdocuments%2Freport-phish-button-user-guide.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ctdonohue%40pa.gov%7C386c081ef28d41a9c52e08dea7b43244%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C639132589556951510%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zuRRIsKCXDgHlJqvrNnNj55nOiHNfrEvADQMPJeiekg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pa.gov%2Fcontent%2Fdam%2Fcopapwp-pagov%2Fen%2Foa%2Fdocuments%2Fdocuments%2Freport-phish-button-user-guide.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Ctdonohue%40pa.gov%7C386c081ef28d41a9c52e08dea7b43244%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C639132589556951510%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zuRRIsKCXDgHlJqvrNnNj55nOiHNfrEvADQMPJeiekg%3D&reserved=0
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Memo 
To: 


From:
cc:
Date:
Re:


Daniel P. Lapikas, P.G. Department of Environmental Protection | District Oil & Gas 
Operations 
Tiffany Hamilton, Tunnel Ridge LLC


4/23/2026 
API# 125-90645, “Johnson JC” 


Dear Daniel, 


Tunnel Ridge has conducted a comprehensive and good-faith effort to identify and notify the 
individual or entity identified as “Johnson JC” in connection with abandoned gas wells located 
within the project area. This effort included a thorough review of internal records, historical 
property documentation, state oil and gas databases, and publicly available regulatory 
resources. Additional research was performed to evaluate legacy operator information, lease 
records, and any potential successors or assigns associated with the Johnson name. 


Despite these extensive efforts, no verifiable information was identified to confirm the existence 
of “Johnson JC” as a current individual or legal entity. Available records referencing the Johnson 
name were found to be non-specific, fragmented, and commonly associated with historical oil 
and gas operations for which ownership has since dissolved, transferred, or otherwise become 
untraceable. No active registrations, operator listings, or reliable contact information were 
located, and no successors or responsible parties could be reasonably identified. 


A review of title records indicates that the oil and gas underlying the property is currently leased 
to Range Resources. However, Range Resources was not the lessee or operator of the 
abandoned well at issue. The current lease held by Range Resources is a contemporary lease 
affecting the oil and gas estate only and is unrelated to the historical well, which was drilled 
many decades earlier under prior ownership. Neither “JC Johnson” nor “Johnson JC” appears in 
the indices of the records of the Washington County Recorder of Deeds Office. 


Based on the investigation conducted and based on the “reasonable person” standard, it has 
been determined that “Johnson JC” no longer exists or cannot be identified through available 
records. Tunnel Ridge has therefore fulfilled its due diligence obligations and made all 
reasonable attempts to locate and notify the associated party. No further actionable leads 
remain. 







2 


I am happy to address any questions or concerns. 


Tiffany Hamilton
Environmental Coordinator
Tunnel Ridge, LLC
tiffany.hamilton@arlp.com
Office: (304)547-2920
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I.D. #:   37-125-90645 
Tunnel Ridge LLC 
878 Old Brick Road 
West Alexander, PA 15376 
 
 


ORDER 
 


 
 NOW this 1st day of May, 2026, pursuant to Section 13(c) of the Coal and Gas Resource Coordination 
Act, Act of December 18, 1984, P.L. 1069, 58 P.S. §§ 501-518, the Department of Environmental Protection 
hereby authorizes Tunnel Ridge LLC (the “Applicant”) to plug Well No. W-1 on the W. D. Hutchinson farm, 
West Finley Township, Washington County, identified in the application attached hereto.  Such plugging is to be 
conducted in accordance with the manner outlined in 25 Pa. Code §§ 78.91, 78.92 and 78.93 of the rules and 
regulations. 
 
 This authorization is conditioned on the Applicant’s compliance with all applicable provisions of the Oil 
and Gas Act of 2012, 58 Pa. C.S. §§ 2301-3504; the Clean Streams Law, the Act of June 22, 1937, P.L. 1987, as 
amended, 35 P.S. §§ 691.1-691.1001; the Coal and Gas Resource Coordination Act, 58 P.S. §§ 501-518, and all 
other applicable laws. 
 
 Any person aggrieved by this action may appeal, pursuant to Section 4 of the Environmental Hearing 
Board Act, 35 P.S. Section 7514, and the Administrative Agency Law, 2 Pa.C.S. Chapter 5A, to the 
Environmental Hearing Board, Second Floor, Rachel Carson State Office Building, 400 Market Street, P.O. Box 
8457, Harrisburg, PA 17105-8457, 717-787-3483.  TDD users may contact the Board through the Pennsylvania 
Relay Service, 800-654-5984.  Appeals must be filed with the Environmental Hearing Board within 30 days of 
receipt of written notice of this action unless the appropriate statute provides a different time period.  A Notice of 
Appeal form and the Board's rules of practice and procedure may be obtained online at www.ehb.pa.gov or by 
contacting the Secretary to the Board at 717-787-3483. The Notice of Appeal form and the Board's rules are also 
available in braille and on audiotape from the Secretary to the Board.  This paragraph does not, in and of itself, 
create any right of appeal beyond that permitted by applicable statutes and decisional law.  
 
 This authorization does not purport to confer any rights of ownership or access, nor to confirm title 
in any person, nor to confer any rights for payment of any kind, to any other person or property owner. 
          
 IF YOU WANT TO CHALLENGE THIS ACTION, YOUR APPEAL MUST REACH THE BOARD 
WITHIN 30 DAYS.  YOU DO NOT NEED A LAWYER TO FILE AN APPEAL WITH THE BOARD. 
 
            IMPORTANT LEGAL RIGHTS ARE AT STAKE, HOWEVER, SO YOU SHOULD SHOW THIS 
DOCUMENT TO A LAWYER AT ONCE.  IF YOU CANNOT AFFORD A LAWYER, YOU MAY QUALIFY 
FOR FREE PRO BONO REPRESENTATION.  CALL THE SECRETARY TO THE BOARD (717-787-3483) 
FOR MORE INFORMATION. 
 
 
 FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF  
  ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION: 
  
  
  
    Date 
  Thomas Donohue 


Environmental Program Mgr. 
  


  District Oil & Gas Operations    


 
 


5/1/26



http://www.ehb.pa.gov/

http://www.ehb.pa.gov/





(Please ensure all necessary approvals such as alternative methods are reviewed
and signed as appropriate before those particular activities commence.)
 
 
Thomas E. Donohue, P.G. | Environmental Program Manager
Department of Environmental Protection | District Oil & Gas Operations
400 Waterfront Dr.| Pittsburgh, PA 15222
Phone: 412.442.4004 | Fax: 412.442.4328
www.dep.pa.gov
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttp-3A__www.dep.pa.gov_%26d%3DDwMFAg%26c%3DoDwORbqiAyI2S1E4GXNhG8NHIJckvCGWArFTLM6Zp04%26r%3DzqxNO8NQvY5APb7Vx5J1MVNq9Zgkn2upDq7lx0s4g3c%26m%3DEOK54v7CUs0DlxqZNyO0XvgOUQoua6uvxecGNKWOThxrgoSxvAnHTr0dT2YG86mj%26s%3DRqYqa39xM4-1wAlBgKhzkRur8aD2aJKwJJJrnTRN5U0%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7Ctdonohue%40pa.gov%7C386c081ef28d41a9c52e08dea7b43244%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C639132589556977341%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=L3ziqaAa%2BYM1%2FM2MbWaYbJcMCXpwrLkisrSPns%2Bx1Xc%3D&reserved=0

