
8000-PM-OOGM0024   4/2012
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
OFFICE OF OIL AND GAS MANAGEMENT 

DEP USE ONLY
Application Tracking #

Proposed Alternate Method or Material for 
Casing, Plugging, Venting or Equipping a Well

Well Operator DEP ID# Well Permit or Registration Number

Address Well Farm Name

City State Zip Code Well # Serial #

Phone Fax County Municipality

A proposed alternate method is subject to provisions in §3221 of the 2012 Oil and Gas Act, 58 Pa. C.S. §3221 Section 13 
of the Coal and Gas Resource Coordination Act, 58 P.S. §513 and 25 PA Code §§78.75-78.75a (relating to Alternate 
Methods.) Attach proof of notification of coal operator(s).

Describe in reasonable detail using a written description and / or diagram:
1. the proposed alternate method or materials, and
2. the manner in which the alternative will satisfy the goals of the laws and regulations.

Optional:  Approval by Coal Owner or Operator Signature of Applicant / Well Operator

Signature Date Signature Date

Print or Type Signer’s Name and Title Print or Type Signer’s Name and Title

If optional approval is signed by coal owner or operator, the 15-day objection period may be waived.

DEP USE ONLY
Approved by (DEP Manager) Conditions

YES, See Attached
NO

Date

Northern PA 724-422-7878
Southern PA 724-397-5333 N/A

3705100239

JAMES SANSTON

670553 N/A

FAYETTE GERMAN

RECEIVED
6/15/2026

244896

1573372

08/13/2026



36 Amherst Rd
Morgantown, VW 26505 (304) 685-

3034

June 15, 2026

Regarding ,

A thorough review of the land books, grantor/grantee indexes, mortgage books, agreement books, and
Prothonotary records found no conveyance establishing ownership of the nine-foot coal beneath the
subject property. The search covered records related to Sunshine Coal and Coke Company, Frances
Rocks, Fayette Title and Trust Company, American Connellsville Coal and Coke Company, and East
Connellsville Coke Company.

The records also show a foreclosure proceeding filed by Fayette Title and Trust Company on February
11, 1918 (Equity 896), in which the court ordered the sale of the mortgaged properties. While a return of
sale was filed on May 14, 1918, and confirmed on May 24, 1918, the original Equity Case 896 could not
be located in the Prothonotary’s office, and no further recorded information was found. Equity Docket
Book 8-51 suggests Fayette Title and Trust Company was the purchaser.

Additionally, a September 28, 1938, article in the Morning Herald reported that Fayette Title and Trust
Company merged with The National Bank of Fayette County in 1930, which was later declared insolvent
in 1931. Although American Connellsville Coal and Coke Company acquired interests from the same
tract, those conveyances did not include the subject property. Finally, while land books indicate Sunshine
Coal and Coke Company properties were conveyed to East Connellsville Coke Company in 1915, no
recorded conveyance was found in the grantee index. No additional information was located of record.
How do we proceed in notifying coal owners in this case?

Sincerely,

Jennifer Smiley
Senior Title Abstractor
(304) 290-7979









MOUNTAIN STREAM ENERGY SERVICES
36 Amherst Rd

Morgantown, VW 26505 (304) 685-
3034

June 15, 2026

Regarding JAMES SANSTON  70553,

A thorough review of the land books, grantor/grantee indexes, mortgage books, agreement books, and
Prothonotary records found no conveyance establishing ownership of the nine-foot coal beneath the
subject property. The search covered records related to Sunshine Coal and Coke Company, Frances
Rocks, Fayette Title and Trust Company, American Connellsville Coal and Coke Company, and East
Connellsville Coke Company.

The records also show a foreclosure proceeding filed by Fayette Title and Trust Company on February
11, 1918 (Equity 896), in which the court ordered the sale of the mortgaged properties. While a return of
sale was filed on May 14, 1918, and confirmed on May 24, 1918, the original Equity Case 896 could not
be located in the Prothonotary’s office, and no further recorded information was found. Equity Docket
Book 8-51 suggests Fayette Title and Trust Company was the purchaser.

Additionally, a September 28, 1938, article in the Morning Herald reported that Fayette Title and Trust
Company merged with The National Bank of Fayette County in 1930, which was later declared insolvent
in 1931. Although American Connellsville Coal and Coke Company acquired interests from the same
tract, those conveyances did not include the subject property. Finally, while land books indicate Sunshine
Coal and Coke Company properties were conveyed to East Connellsville Coke Company in 1915, no
recorded conveyance was found in the grantee index. No additional information was located of record.
How do we proceed in notifying coal owners in this case?

Sincerely,

Jennifer Smiley
Senior Title Abstractor
(304) 290-7979
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Well Name: 

Tax Parcel Number: 

API #: 

County:

JAMES SANSTON 670553 

37-051-15-36-0019

3705100239 

Fayette 

Coal Owner 
Report 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TAX MAP(S) 
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WELL 
LOCATION 



Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, USGS, Intermap, INCREMENT P, NRCan,
Esri Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), Esri Korea, Esri (Thailand),

June 15, 2026
0 0.1 0.20.05 mi

0 0.15 0.30.07 km

1:9,028







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SURFACE 
 CHAIN OF TITLE 



Jacob Roundstone and Mehela Roundstone, his wife

DB U-111
d. 6/2/1836
r. 7/12/1836

119 acres

John Core

James A. Core,
executor of the last will & testatment of John Core, deceased

DB 19B-562
d. 12/25/1867
r. 1/8/1868

119 acres

Elias Core

Benjamin Rotharmel

Peter A. Rotharmel and Susan S. Rotharmel, his wife,
Jacob S. Rotharmel and Rebecca Rotharmel, his wife,

Benjamin F. Rotharmel and Caroline Rotharmel, his wife,
Sarah E. Gaut and John Gaut, her husband,

Mary C. Brown and George H. Brown, her husband,
Sevilla Rotharmel, and

Samuel B. Rotharmel and Mary Rotharmel, his wife

See Page
3

WB 4/181
d. 5/28/1861
r. 5/6/1867

DB 59-112
d. 2/12/1869
r. 5/26/1884

119 acres
in German Township

Estate Book 1-308
d. 11/30/1882
r. 1/31/1883

DOD 11/27/1882

Surface Flowchart
API 3705100239
TMP 15-36-0019

118.32 acres
German Township

Page 1 of 4



Isaac Mefsmore Joseph Haught and Abigail Haught, his wife

DB 12-200
d. 12/16/1859
r. 1/2/1860

101 acres 32 perches
DB 103-202
d. 3/23/1870
r. 5/11/1991

44-1/80 acres

DB 212-77
d. 3/24/1903
r. 4/2/1903

John D. Rider

Tract 1: 101 acres 32 perches
Tract 2 : 44 - 1/80 acres

Martha Jane Rider and
George B. Heeter

Martha J. Rider

DB 243-128
d. 2/4/1905
r. 8/30/1905

1/2 undivided interest in
145 acres 34 perches

George B. Heeter

George B. Heeter and Jennie L. Hetter, his wife

DB 244-193
d. 1/13/1906
r. 1/15/1906

47.803 acres

See Page
3

Lou H. Richey

Surface Flowchart
API 3705100239
TMP 15-36-0019

118.32 acres
German Township

Page 2 of 4



William R. Richey

William R. Richey and Lou H. Richey, husband and wife

DB 353-434
d. 8/2/1916
r. 8/23/1916

George Mika

George Mika aka George Meeky

DB 518-236
d. 5/29/1933
r. 5/31/1933

First: 109.002 acres
Second: 24.906 acres

E/R: all 9ft or Connellsville vein
of coal conveyed in DB 254-189, 311-35

109.002 acres and
24.906 acres

E/R: all 9ft or Connellsville vein of coal
conveyed in DB 254-189, 311-35

Theresa Mika

Theresa Mika aka Theresa Mickey and
George Mika aka George Mickey, her husband

DB 971-7
d. 1/16/1963
r. 1/25/1963

See Page
4

Michael Mickey

First: 109.002 acres
Second: 24.906 acres

E/R: all 9 ft or Connellsville vein of coal
conveyed in DB 254-189, 311-35

Lou H. Richey

DB 175-2
d. 8/5/1899
r. 9/30/1899

119 acres, situate in
German Township

Peter A. Rotharmel and Susan S. Rotharmel, his wife,
Jacob S. Rotharmel and Rebecca Rotharmel, his wife,

Benjamin F. Rotharmel and Caroline Rotharmel, his wife,
Sarah E. Gaut and John Gaut, her husband,

Mary C. Brown and George H. Brown, her husband,
Sevilla Rotharmel, and

Samuel B. Rotharmel and Mary Rotharmel, his wife

Surface Flowchart
API 3705100239
TMP 15-36-0019

118.32 acres
German Township

Page 3 of 4



Surface Flowchart
API 3705100239
TMP 15-36-0019

118.32 acres
German Township

Page 3 of 4
Michael Mickey and Helen Mickey, his wife

DB 1140-576
d. 2/3/1973
r. 2/7/1973

RB 1105-163
d. 12/31/1992
r. 12/31/1992

First: 109.002 acres
Second: 24.906 acres

E/R: all 9 ft or Connellsville vein of coal
conveyed in DB 254-189, 311-35

First: 109.002 acres
Second: 24.906 acres

E/R: all 9 ft or Connellsville vein of coal
conveyed in DB 254-189, 311-35

Ned E. Hornberger, Jr. and Joy Lee Hornberger, his wife

Ned E. Hornberger, Sr. and Nancy Hornberger, his wife

Michael Mickey



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SURFACE 
 VESTING DOCUMENTS 

















 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COAL CHAIN OF TITLE 



Francis Rocks,
trading as Sunshine Coal and Coke Company

Fayette Title and Trust Company

Francis Rocks and Anna Rocks, his wife

Sunshine Coal and Coke Company

IV. William R. Richey Tract of Coal
all 9ft or Connellsville seam of coal

in and underlying the triangler piece
of land E/R in DB 254-189 and

conveyed in DB 311-35

Sunshine Coal and Coke Company No. 2 Plant
XX. William R. Richey Tract

119 acres, under which is situate
about 8 acres of said vein of coal.

All the 9ft or Connellsville seam
of coal in and underlying all that

certain tract of land situate in
said German Township.

E/R: thereout and therefrom 1/4
acre of said coal.

See Page
2

William R. Richey and Lou H. Richey, his wife

DB 254-189
d. 5/1/1906
r. 6/12/1906

DB 311-35
d. 11/1/1910
r. 11/2/1910

All 9ft or Connellsville coal
in and underlying 119 acres

E/R: 1/4 acre of coal

Francis Rocks

All 9ft or Connellsville coal
in and underlying a certain
triangler piece of land E/R

in DB 254-189

Mortgage 74-334
d. 10/1/1908
r. 11/18/1908

XV. William R. Richey Tract of Coal
all the 9ft or Connellsville vein of coal

in and underlying 119 acres conveyed
in DB 254-189.

E/R throughout and therefrom 1/4 acre
of said coal

DB 315-327
d. 9/1/1810
r. 10/4/1910

DB 327-178
d. 6/12/1912
r. 8/16/1912

Coal Flowchart
API 3705100239
TMP 15-36-0019

119 acres
German Township

Fayette Co., PA

Page 1 of 2



Equity No. 896
file is missing

Equity Docket 8-51
d. 2/11/1918
r. 5/24/1918

Fayette Title & Trust Company,
a Corporation, Trustee
Plaintiff

vs

Franics Rocks,
trading as Sunshine Coal & Coke Company
and Sunshine Coal & Coke Company,
a Corporation
Defendants

DE

Fayette Title and Trust Company,
a Corporation

Proceeding in Equity
There are outstanding and unpaid bonds

by Mortgage in Mortgage book 74-334.
The notice of default was duly given to the

defendants on 1/1/1913 which default continues.
The plaintiff is now in the possession by terms of

said mortgage.
It is furthur ordered, adjudged and decreed that the

plaintiff Fayette Title and Trust Company as Trustee
shall sale the properties covered by mortgage

at public sale except those that have been
duly released. 5/14/1918 return of sale filed.

5/24/1918 sale confirmed absolutely.

NOTE:
A thorough review of the land books, grantor/grantee indexes, mortgage books, agreement
books, and Prothonotary records found no conveyance establishing ownership of the nine-
foot coal beneath the subject property. The search covered records related to Sunshine
Coal and Coke Company, Frances Rocks, Fayette Title and Trust Company, American
Connellsville Coal and Coke Company, and East Connellsville Coke Company.

The records also show a foreclosure proceeding filed by Fayette Title and Trust Company
on February 11, 1918 (Equity 896), in which the court ordered the sale of the mortgaged
properties. While a return of sale was filed on May 14, 1918, and confirmed on May 24,
1918, the original Equity Case 896 could not be located in the Prothonotary's office, and no
further recorded information was found. Equity Docket Book 8-51 suggests Fayette Title
and Trust Company was the purchaser.

Additionally, a September 28, 1938, article in the Morning Herald reported that Fayette Title
and Trust Company merged with The National Bank of Fayette County in 1930, which was
later declared insolvent in 1931. Although American Connellsville Coal and Coke Company
acquired interests from the same tract, those conveyances did not include the subject
property. Finally, while land books indicate Sunshine Coal and Coke Company properties
were conveyed to East Connellsville Coke Company in 1915, no recorded conveyance was
found in the grantee index. No additional information was located of record.

Coal Flowchart
API 3705100239
TMP 15-36-0019

119 acres
German Township

Fayette Co., PA

Page 2 of 2



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COAL SEVERANCE DOCUMENTS 



DB 254-189





DB 311-35





MTG 74-334











































DB 315-327



































































































DB 327-178

















Equity Docket 8-51
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SEARCH  CHECKLIST 
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